
 

The winners of the 2024 Dragon Awards were present-
ed at Dragon Con, held August 29 – September 2, 2024 in 
Atlanta GA, reported Locusmag.com. 

Best Science Fiction Novel: Starter Villain by John 
Scalzi by Best Fantasy Novel (Including Paranor-
mal): Iron Flame by Rebecca Yarros, Best Young 
Adult / Middle Grade Novel: Midnight at the Houdini 
by Delilah S. Dawson, Best Alternate History Novel: 
All the Dead Shall Weep by Charlaine Harris, Best Hor-
ror Novel: Black River Orchard by Chuck Wendig, Best 
Illustrative Cover: Kelly Chong for Of Jade and Drag-
ons by Amber Chen, Best Comic Book or Graphic Nov-
el: Monstress by Marjorie Liu & Sana Takeda, Best Sci-
ence Fiction or Fantasy TV Series, TV or Internet: 
Fallout, and Best Science Fiction or Fantasy Movie: 
Dune: Part Two. 

Winners in digital and tabletop gaming-related catego-
ries were also announced. 
 

 

In a ceremony August 24 during Bubonicon 55, Green 
Slime Mistress Jessica L. Coyle (with a cameo appearance 
from Poppa Sasquatch) presented the following with 
recognition of their wretchedness in the last 12 months: 

Food:  Sour Patch Kids Oreos (Cookie has an un-
pleasant flavor when eaten without the crème – a little 
funky. More of a gimmick than a successful flavor. Just 
weird. Some call them “death cookies”). 

Book:  Eruption by Michael Crichton & James Patter-
son (Most shallow book in years; characters are laughable 
caricatures; dialog and writing are repetitive; cliched and 
super predictable with factual failures). 

Television:  The Spiderwick Chronicles (Stomps out 
the fantastical, wondrous themes of books; instead we get 
angsty teens and two forced love stories; characters talk 
and talk; poorly written and poorly acted). 

“TV” Movie:  Atlas on Netflix (Cinema made by Mad 
Libs; hodgepodge of extremely obvious references to Al-
iens, Blade Runner & Avatar; J-Lo doesn’t fit the role and 
tries to hard to “act”; pacing is a mess; no depth to the 
writing). 

Fantasy Movie:  Sasquatch Sunset (Unwatchable 
mess with no plot; actors communicate in grunts, snorts 
and howls; lots of bodily fluids & Bigfoot boners; like a 
Jack Links ad written by Seth MacFarlane; makes you 
wonder whether everyone involved was high). 

Sci-Fi Movie:  Rebel Moon (Zack Snyder manages to 
zap entertainment out of outer space; a Star Wars story 

with any trademarked terms replaced; awkward dialog; no 
emotional or philosophical engagement; a soulless slog). 
 

 

The World Fantasy Awards ballot for works published 
in 2023 were announced August 11, reported Lo-
cusmag.com. The awards will be presented during the 2024 
World Fantasy Convention, scheduled for October 17-20, 
2024 in Niagara Falls, NY 

The Life Achievement Awards, presented annually to 
individuals who demonstrate outstanding service to the 
fantasy field, will go to Ginjer Buchanan and Jo Fletcher. 

The World Fantasy Awards finalists are: 
Best Novel: The Reformatory by Tananarive Due, 

The Possibilities by Yael Goldstein-Love, Starling House 
by Alix E. Harrow, Shigidi and the Brass Head of 
Obalufon by Wole Talabi, Looking Glass Sound by Catrio-
na Ward, and Witch King by Martha Wells. 

Best Novella: The Crane Husband by Kelly Barnhill, 
Thornhedge by T. Kingfisher, “Prince Hat Underground” 
by Kelly Link, “Half the House Is Haunted” by Josh Ma-
lerman, A Season of Monstrous Conceptions by Lina Ra-
ther, and Mammoths at the Gates by Nghi Vo. 

Best Short Fiction: “How to Raise a Kraken in Your 
Bathtub” by P. Djèlí Clark, “Once Upon a Time at The 
Oakmont” by P. A. Cornell, “John Hollowback and the 
Witch” by Amal El-Mohtar, “Waystation City” by A. T. 
Greenblatt, “The Sound of Children Screaming” by 
Rachael K. Jones, and “Silk and Cotton and Linen and 
Blood” by Nghi Vo. 

UPCOMING ASFS MEETINGS 
• October 11 (Tonight):  Benjamin Radford returns 

to talk on “Mysterious Menaces and Sinister Sy-
ringes: The 2021 Needle Spiking Panic.”  Plus club 
officer elections & Holiday Cook-Off discussion... 

• November 8:  Jon Sanchez & Jeremy Montoya do 
an encore presentation of “Bubonicon Presents: 
Making A Movie Poster.” 

• December 13:  Our Holiday Social, with food 
treats & video amusements.  Plus, the annual issue 
of SithFacts (deadline 6 pm Sun, Dec 8). 

• January 10, 2025:  Club reports/discussion on 
what members read in 2024… 

• February 14, 2025:  Unknown!  The Valentine’s 
ASFacts will be published (deadline Sun, Feb 9). 

• March 14, 2025:  Again unknown!  Maybe the 
annual Club Auction?  Or a Science Talk? 
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Best Anthology: Christmas and Other Horrors edit-
ed by Ellen Datlow, Year’s Best Canadian Fantasy & Sci-
ence Fiction: Volume One edited by Stephen Kotowych, 
The Best American Science Fiction and Fantasy 2023 edit-
ed by R.F. Kuang & John Joseph Adams, Out There 
Screaming: An Anthology of New Black Horror edited by 
Jordan Peele & John Joseph Adams, and The Book of 
Witches edited by Jonathan Strahan. 

Best Collection: The Essential Peter S. Beagle, Vol-
umes 1 & 2 by Peter S. Beagle, The Fortunate Isles by Lisa 
L. Hannett, White Cat, Black Dog by Kelly Link, No One 
Will Come Back for Us and Other Stories by Premee Mo-
hamed, Jackal, Jackal by Tobi Ogundiran, and Jewel Box 
by E. Lily Yu. 

Best Artist: Audrey Benjaminsen, Rovina Cai, Stef-
an Koidl, Charles Vess, and Alyssa Winans. 

Special Award – Professional: Bill Campbell for 
Rosarium Books, E. M. Carroll for A Guest in the House, 
M. John Harrison for Wish I Was Here: An Anti-Memoir, 
Stephen Jones for The Weird Tales Boys, and Liza Groen 
Trombi for Locus. 

Special Award – Non-Professional: Scott H. An-
drews for Beneath Ceaseless Skies, Trevor Kennedy for 
Phantasmagoria, Brian J. Showers for Swan River Press, 
Lynne M. Thomas & Michael Damian Thomas for Uncan-
ny, and Julian Yap & Fran Wilde for The Sunday Morning 
Transport. 

This year’s judges are Douglas A. Anderson, Stepha-
nie Feldman, Pat Murphy, Thomas Olde Heuvelt, and An-
gela Slatter. 
 

SF BOOK GROUP READS ON 
 

The Droids & Dragons SF Book Group meets 7:30 pm 
Monday, October 21, inside Slice & Dice Pizzeria 
(southwest corner of Menaul Blvd & Wyoming Blvd NE) 
to discuss Nova by Samuel R. Delany. The group then 
meets November 18 to talk about Starter Villain by John 
Scalzi. 

Meetings of D&D are open to all interested readers on 
the 3rd Monday each month. Books for discussion are cho-
sen two months in advance, and group members receive a 
20% discount on them at Page One Books. 

 
 

SFWA SPECIAL ELECTION 
CANDIDATES ANNOUNCED 

 

The Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers Association 
(SFWA) finalized candidates in late September for its up-
coming special election for the roles of president and sec-
retary, Locusmag.com reported. 

Candidates for president are Jennifer Brozek, Kate 
Ristau, and Christine Taylor-Butler. The candidate for sec-
retary is Matthew Reardon aka JRH Lawless. 

A voting link will be posted and optional paper ballots 
will be mailed on October 9. Ballots will be counted after 
October 23. Elected candidates will serve out the remain-
der of the current terms, which end on June 30, 2025. 

Candidate platforms have been posted at SFWA.org 
and are viewable to members. SFWA also has a forum for 

members to ask questions of the candidates. For platforms, 
forums, and more information, see SFWA’s announcement 
page. 

The election follows the resignations of president Jeffe 
Kennedy (of Santa Fe) and vice-president Chelsea Mueller, 
among others. Secretary Anthony W. Eichenlaub is cur-
rently interim president. 

On August 7, New Mexico’s Kennedy sent a message 
to members of the SFWA: “I’m writing today to announce 
my resignation as President of SFWA. I’ve served in this 
role for over three years and on the Board of Directors for 
more than seven years. It has been a privilege and an honor 
to serve this organization. However, the last several 
months have been particularly demanding in my personal 
life, and I have come to the realization that I can no longer 
provide the focused attention SFWA needs from its Presi-
dent. Without going into too much detail, I continue to be 
the sole caregiver and financial support for my disabled 
husband, whose progressive condition is worsening. In 
addition, my stepfather of twenty years passed away sud-
denly, widowing my elderly mother for the third time, and 
I am in the process of taking over all of her finances and 
care. These family obligations will require far more atten-
tion than I could have anticipated when I accepted the 
nomination to serve a second term as SFWA President.” 

While there have been rumors of problems and issues 
within SFWA, Kennedy noted in her message that “My 
legal and fiscal responsibility to SFWA – and my own per-
sonal integrity – prevent me from commenting on any is-
sues related to SFWA’s administration and operations. 
Throughout my tenure I did my best to serve the organiza-
tion and all of its constituents with sincerity and respect, 
and to fulfill all of the duties I was elected to perform. 
Now it is time for me to step back.” 

About a week later, Kennedy’s vice-president and sub-
sequent interim president Chelsea Mueller resigned as 
well. 
 

 

“Tantie Merle and the Farmhand 4200” by R.S.A. 
Garcia (Uncanny, 7/23) was announced in early September 
as the winner of the 2024 Theodore Sturgeon Memorial 
Award for the best short science fiction story, presented by 
the J. Wayne and Elsie M. Gunn Center for the Study of 
Science Fiction. 

The second-place runner up was “Patsy Cline Sings 
Sweet Dreams to the Universe” by Beston Barnett (Strange 
Horizons 11/20/23). The third-place runner up was “The 
Year Without Sunshine“ by Naomi Kritzer (Uncanny 11-
12/23). 

Established in 1987 by James Gunn and the heirs of 
Theodore Sturgeon, including his partner Jayne Engelhart 
Tannehill and Sturgeon’s children, the Sturgeon Award is 
“a memorial to one of the great short-story writers in a 
field distinguished by its short fiction.” This year’s jurors 
were Elizabeth Bear, Kelly Link, Sarah Pinsker, Noël Stur-
geon, and Taryne Taylor. 

The award will be presented in-person at the third an-
nual Sturgeon Symposium at the Hall Center for the Hu-
manities in Lawrence, KS. The Sturgeon Award ceremony, 
to be held on October 24, will feature a reception, opening 
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remarks, presentation of the award, a reading by Garcia, 
and a Q&A session. The theme of this year’s symposium is 
“Stars in Our Pockets: Celebrating Samuel R. Delany.” 
 

HUGO, LODESTAR & ASTOUNDING 
AWARDS WINNERS ANNOUNCED 

 

The winners of the Hugo Awards, the Astounding 
Award for Best New Writer, and the Lodestar Award for 
Best Young Adult Book were announced on August 11 by 
Glasgow 2024, the 82nd World Science Fiction Conven-
tion, reported Locusmag.com. 

The winners are: 
Best Novel: Some Desperate Glory by Emily Tesh, 

Best Novella: Thornhedge by T. Kingfisher, Best Nov-
elette: “The Year Without Sunshine” by Naomi Kritzer, 
Best Short Story: “Better Living Through Algorithms” 
by Naomi Kritzer, Best Series: Imperial Radch by Ann 
Leckie, 

Best Graphic Story or Comic: Saga, Volume 11, 
Best Related Work: A City on Mars by Kelly 
Weinersmith & Zach Weinersmith, Best Dramatic 
Presentation, Long Form: Dungeons & Dragons: Honor 
Among Thieves, Best Dramatic Presentation, Short 
Form: The Last of Us: “Long, Long Time,” Best Game or 
Interactive Work: Baldur’s Gate 3, 

Best Editor, Short Form: Neil Clarke, Best Edi-
tor, Long Form: Ruoxi Chen, Best Professional Art-
ist: Rovina Cai, Best Semiprozine: Strange Horizons, 
Best Fanzine: Nerds of a Feather, Flock Together, Best 
Fancast: Octothorpe, Best Fan Writer: Paul Weimer, 
Best Fan Artist: Laya Rose, 

Lodestar Award for Best Young Adult Book 
[Not a Hugo Award]: To Shape a Dragon’s Breath by 
Moniquill Blackgoose, and Astounding Award for Best 
New Writer [Not a Hugo Award]: Xiran Jay Zhao. 
 

GRRM’S 2024 ALFIE AWARDS 
 

The Alfie Awards were presented on August 9 by 
George R.R. Martin, who dusted off the awards this year 
once again to honor those who were deleted from the 2023 
Hugo Awards ballot. The presentation took place at a pri-
vate banquet held at the Kimpton Blythswood Square Ho-
tel in Glasgow, to an audience of authors, colleagues, and 
previous Alfie holders. 

The awards recipients were Babel by R.F. Kuang for 
Novel; Xiran Jay Zhao for New Writer; Sandman for Dra-
matic Presentation; and Paul Weimer for Fan Writer. 
 

 

The LA in 2026 Bid Committee won the right to host 
the 2026 Worldcon. LAcon V, the 84th World Science 
Fiction Convention, will be held August 27-31, 2026, in 
Anaheim CA. 

Guests of Honor announced so far include Barbara 
Hambly, Ronald D. Moore, Colleen Doran, Anita 
Sengupta, Tim Kirk, Geri Sullivan, Stan Sakai, and Toast-
master Ursula Vernon. 

Chair Joyce Lloyd said, “Thank 
you everyone who supported us and 
voted for us.  We are proud, excited 
and humbled by the trust you put in 
us. We will do everything we can to 
live up to that trust. Adventure 
Awaits!” 

The LA bid received 452 out of 
531 votes cast. Full voting details 
are available on the Glasgow 2024 
website. And for more info, see the 
LAcon V website. 
 

JAMES EARL JONES DIES 
 

James Earl Jones, the prolific film, TV and theater 
actor whose resonant, unmistakable baritone was most 
widely known as the voice of Star Wars villain Darth 
Vader, died September 9 at his home in Dutchess County, 
NY. He was 93 years old. 

After overcoming a profound stutter as a child, Jones 
established himself as one of the pioneering Black actors 
of his generation, amassing a bountiful and versatile career 
spanning over 60 years, from his debut on Broadway in 
1958 to his most recent performance in 2021’s Coming 2 
America. Jones voiced King Mufasa in Disney’s animated 
feature The Lion King in 1994, the 1998 direct-to-video 
sequel and the 2019 remake, and played CIA deputy direc-
tor Vice Admiral James Greer in three Jack Ryan movies.  

Among his more than 80 film credits, Jones’ other 
notable movies include as a B-52 bombardier in Stanley 
Kubrick’s 1964 Cold War satire Dr. Strangelove (his fea-
ture film debut), as the fearsome villain Thulsa Doom in 
1982’s Conan the Barbarian, as a reclusive author in 
1989’s Field of Dreams, and as a blind former baseball star 
in 1993’s The Sandlot. 

Jones was paid $7,000 to lend his voice to Darth 
Vader in 1977’s Star Wars: A New Hope, but he declined 
screen credit for that film and its sequel, 1980’s The Em-
pire Strikes Back, out of deference to the actor who played 
the role on screen, David Prowse. By 1983’s Return of the 
Jedi, however, Jones had become fully synonymous with 
one of the most memorable and terrifying villains in cine-
ma history, and received credit for his work. He returned to 
Vader’s voice again for 2005’s Star Wars III: Revenge of 
the Sith and 2016’s Rogue One: A Star Wars Story, but for 
the 2022 Disney+ series Obi-Wan Kenobi, Jones instead 
authorized Lucasfilm to use archival recordings and AI 
technology to recreate Vader’s voice. 

James Earl Jones was born in 1931 on a farm in in 
Arkabutla, MS. When Jones was five, he moved with his 
maternal grandparents to Michigan. The shock of the relo-
cation induced a stammer so severe that he often could 
communicate only in writing. It wasn’t until high school 
when he started to overcome his stutter, when his English 
teacher, upon learning that Jones composed poetry, encour-
aged him to read his writing aloud in class. 

As an undergraduate student at the University of 
Michigan, Jones initially set out to study medicine, but 
wound up more interested in drama. His first stage role 
was a small part in the 1957 Off Broadway production 
Wedding in Japan. 



In 1977, things truly shifted for him. Besides Star 
Wars, Jones also appeared in ABC’s Roots playing the 
author Alex Haley, whose genealogical novel of the same 
title inspired the groundbreaking miniseries. He never quite 
became an outright star in the classic sense of the word, but 
the back-to-back successes that year did ultimately make 
Jones a household name, whose presence connoted a stat-
ure and gravitas to projects. 

Jones was first married to actress-singer Julienne Ma-
rie. His second wife of 34 years, actress Cecilia Hart, died 
in 2016. He is survived by his son, Flynn Earl Jones. 
 

DAME MAGGIE SMITH DIES 
 

Dame Maggie Smith, the masterful, scene-stealing 
actor who won an Oscar for the 1969 film The Prime of 
Miss Jean Brodie and gained new fans in the 21st century 
as Countess of Grantham in Downton Abbey and Professor 
Minerva McGonagall in the Harry Potter films, died Sep-
tember 27 in a London hospital. She was 89 years old. 

Smith was frequently rated the preeminent British fe-
male performer of a generation that included Vanessa Red-
grave and Judi Dench, with two Oscars, a clutch of Acade-
my Award nominations and a shelf full of acting trophies. 

She made her film debut in the 1950s, won Oscars for 
work in the 60s and 70s and had memorable roles in each 
subsequent decade, including an older Wendy in Peter Pan 
story Hook (1991) and a mother superior of a convent in 
Whoopi Goldberg’s comedy Sister Act (1992). 

A commanding stage actor, she played Shakespearean 
tragedy – 1965 adaptation Othello – and voiced Shake-
speare-inspired animation in Gnomeo & Juliet (2011). 

Smith drily summarized her later roles as “a gallery of 
grotesques,” including Professor McGonagall. She once 
quipped: “Harry Potter is my pension.” 

From 2010, she was the acid-tongued Violet Crawley, 
Dowager Countess of Grantham, in hit TV drama Downton 
Abbey, a role that won her legions of fans, three Emmy 
Awards, a Golden Globe and other awards nominations. 

She continued acting well into her 80s, in films includ-
ing the big-screen spinoff to Downton Abbey in 2019, its 
2022 sequel Downton Abbey: A New Era and 2023 release 
The Miracle Club. 

Margaret Natalie Smith was born in Ilford, on the east-
ern edge of London, on December 28, 1934. She summed 
up her life briefly: “One went to school, one wanted to act, 
one started to act, one’s still acting.” 

Her father was assigned in 1939 to wartime duty in 
Oxford, where her theater studies at the Oxford Playhouse 
School led to a busy apprenticeship. 

Smith married fellow actor Robert Stephens in 1967. 
They had two sons, Christopher and Toby – who both grew 
up to be actors – and divorced in 1975. The same year she 
married the writer Beverley Cross, who died in 1998. 

 

 

by Meaghan Darwish, tvinsider.com 9-19-24 
It’s almost time to return to Nevermore Academy for 

Wednesday’s second season as the Netflix series gets back 
to work. The streamer unveiled that the production is offi-
cially underway for Season 2. While it’s been nearly two 

years since fans were introduced to Jenna Ortega‘s spin on 
the titular Addams Family daughter, the fervor around the 
Tim Burton-produced project remains high. 

In anticipation of the show’s long-awaited return, TV 
Insider is breaking down everything we know about Sea-
son 2 so far from casting to production details and every-
thing in between. 

Who Stars in Wednesday Season 2? 
Ortega is set to reprise her titular role alongside other 

returning stars Luis Guzmán, Catherine Zeta-Jones, Isaac 
Ordonez, Fred Armisen, Emma Myers, Hunter Doohan, 
and Joy Sunday among others. New series regulars include 
Steve Buscemi, Billie Piper, Evie Templeton, Owen Paint-
er, and Noah Taylor. 

Meanwhile, new guest stars include Christopher 
Lloyd, Joanna Lumley, Thandiwe Newton, Frances 
O’Connor, Haley Joel Osment, Heather Matarazzo, and 
Joonas Suotamo. Other Season 2 stars include Victor 
Dorobantu, Moosa Mostafa, Luyanda Unati Lewis-Nyawo, 
and Georgie Farmer. Former star Percy Hynes White will 
no longer be a part of the Nevermore crew. 

In a video released by Netflix, the characters played by 
Buscemi, Newton, Piper were revealed to be Barry Dort, 
Dr. Fairburn, and Capri. Further details remain unknown at 
this time. 

What is Wednesday Season 2’s production status? 
Season 2 production is officially ongoing in Ireland. 

The production is run by creators Alfred Gough and Miles 
Millar, who executive produce the show with Burton, Ste-
ve Stark, Andrew Mittman, Kevin Miserocchi, Kayla 
Alpert, Jonathan Glickman, Gail Berman, Tommy Harper, 
and Kevin Lafferty. In a statement released by Gough and 
Millar, they said, “We are thrilled that the entire Addams 
family will be enrolling in Nevermore Academy this sea-
son along with a dream cast of icons and new faces.” 

In an interview with Buzzfeed in August 2024, Ortega 
teased that the team was currently “shooting Episodes 201 
and 204.” Filming is going well, according to the star who 
added, “All I’ll say is I think we kind of laugh at ourselves 
a bit more [this season].” 

In the latest update on production, Netflix unveiled a 
behind-the-scenes sneak peek at Season 2 in a new fea-
turette from the streamer’s annual Geeked Week celebra-
tion. The tease offers a glimpse at the sets and stars back in 
costume as Ortega tells viewers, “If we showed you any 
more, your eyes would bleed, and I’m not that generous. 

When will Wednesday Season 2 premiere? 
No premiere date is currently set for Wednesday‘s 

second season, but as filming begins, fans get one step 
closer to the returning episodes. 
 

Bubonicon 55 Successful: 

ATTENDANCE BACK TO NORMAL 
 

by Craig Chrissinger, con chair 
A good number of people showed up this year for Bu-

bonicon, making it the largest affair since 2018 (two years 
before the Covid pandemic struck). As such, we financially 
are in the black. Bubonicon 55 took place August 23-25 at 
the ABQ Marriott Uptown with Author co-Guests of Hon-
or TJ Klune and Mur Lafferty, Toastmaster Duo Ursula 
Vernon & Kevin Sonney, Guest Artist Dale Ray Deforest, 
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and Science Speaker Dr. Darren A. Raspa. 
With 751 attendees, Bubonicon 55 was back to pre-

pandemic average level – with 119 more people than 2023. 
Attendees spent good money in the Auctions, in the Art 
Show and at Bubonicon’s sales table – and the convention 
committee was thoughtful with spending – so we are in the 
black about $4,700, which continues to help rebuild our 
nest egg after large losses in 2019-2022. People were hap-
py to be in-person, and all in all the 2024 convention was a 
success. 

With the most successful Friday night Charity Auction 
to date, Bubonicon 55 has donated $3,175 to non-profit 
organizations. The Williamson Library Collection at East-
ern NM University has received $450, the Roadrunner 
Food Bank received $750, World Central Kitchen got 
$550, the Storehouse of NM received $425, the American 
Red Cross of NM received $500, New Mexico PBS was 
given $200, and the Albuquerque Public Library Founda-
tion got $300. 

Bubonicon 55 saw six new programming participants 
– Jeremy W. Brett, Rachael Kuintzle, Chris Panatier, Dar-
ren A. Raspa, Cassie Sanchez, and Jess Tucker; plus the 
return of Michael Cassutt, Liz Danforth, and Jeremy Mon-
toya. 

The Art Show had 38 artists displaying their wares 
with sales of $16,173 – 51.2 percent of all artwork entered 
was sold. The Sunday Auction was strong with sales of 
$1,997 (Froomb went for $69). Of that, 56.8 percent went 
to Bubonicon. 

Bubonicon 55 marked the 11th year at the Albuquer-
que Marriott Uptown, and all went as well as possible. 
While most lighting panels in rooms still don’t work 
properly after the building was hit at least twice by light-
ning in storms that happened right before the 2018 con, at 
least now Carlsbad has a dimmer switch! The Good News 
is that the Marriott is expecting to fix more of the lighting 
issues before August 2025. And it remains true that a large 
percentage of the hotel staff are closet fans! 

We continued to use Ron Oakes’ audio system with 
multiple microphones, which seemed to work out quite 
well overall. And we set up Bubonicon’s table-top screen 
in Cimarron the whole weekend, which meant renting one 
less item from the Marriott. 

Costume Contest Awards: Best of Show was “The 
Goddess Bastet” by Karen Lopez, Best Beginner was 
“Rune the Satyr” from Axel Lewis, Best Intermediate was 
“Fallout Vault Dweller Companion” by Susanne Caro, 
Best Master was “Wei Wuxian” by Jennifer Senn, and Best 
Use of Theme went to “Master of Dragons” from Ryan 
Holton. 

Art Show Awards: Professional to Elizabeth Leg-
gett, Amateur to Asa Rodriguez, Student to Lucy Steffen, 
and Beast of Show (theme) to Jon Sanchez & Jeremy Mon-
toya. 

All in all, while we have a few minor things to address 
(and new tablets to purchase), Bubonicon 55 went very 
well thanks to every individual who pitched in! So, a tip of 
the con-com’s hats to everyone who contributed their time 
& efforts! 

Bubonicon 56 will be held August 22-24, 2025 – the 
normal weekend and five days after the Seattle Worldcon – 
hopefully at the Albuquerque Marriott Uptown (Louisiana 
& I-40), with Guests of Honor Delilah S. Dawson & Joe 

Haldeman, Toastmaster Jeffe Kennedy, and Guest Artist 
John Sumrow. Rooms most likely will be around $149 
single-quad with free WiFi in sleeping rooms. Con chair is 
Craig Chrissinger, with Jessica Coyle & Mandy Self as 
assistant chairs. Suggestions/program ideas are being taken 
at bubonicon@gmail.com. 
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ASFS MEETING REPORTS — 


